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and they were forced in the end to reverse their policy and
to boycott the islands. Would it not have been better if they
had done it sooner ? Would not an immediate boycott have
been more consistent with the traditions of England and of
William Wilberforce, who had persuaded hundreds of
thousands of his countrymen over a period of years not to
touch sugar, because it was produced by West Indian slave
labour ? Carson did not fail to remind the jury of William
WUbetforce. In criminal cases a British jury must decide
" Aye " or " No/3 but in civil cases the smallest coin of the
realm provides sensible British opinion, on many occasions
when its mind is perplexed, with a convenient compromise.
But it is fair to say that only one advocate, having regard
to the bitter and aggravated nature of the defence, could
have obtained so favourable a result for the newspaper.
This was really one of his greatest forensic victories. Eldon
Bankes, his second counsel, had been quite in despair about
the case in Court and out of Court.
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